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Article V. 
REV. MR. CHEEVER'S ADDRESS, 

AT THE LATE ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

Mr. Cheever said, the thought of universal peace was one of gran- 
deur, of immense interest to all; and why any Christian or benevo- 
lent mind should not appreciate its magnitude, it is hard to explain. 
And whatever may be said or felt, one thing no person, who believes 
the Bible, or even in divine benevolence, will dispute, — universal 
peace will at last prevail. That it will be so is proved : 

1. From express assurances from God, given frequently in his holy 
word. It is no plainer that the world will be filled with truth, and 
light, and righteousness, than it is, that men shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all God's holy mountain, and the instruments of war be convert- 
ed into implements of husbandry. 

2. This is the expectation of all. A state of war is the greatest 
violation of reason which can be conceived. When a case occurs, 
all hope and expect it will soon terminate. So we all expect, from 
a natural dictate of humanity, as well as from the Bible, that all wars 
will cease. 

3. A state of peace is the natural consequence of a religious state 
of mind. It is as natural that two nations should cease to quarrel, if 
piety prevails, as it is that two individuals should. Two young men, 
who had given and accepted a challenge to fight a duel, had an hour 
to spare, before the time for fatal encounter arrived. They spent 
that hour in a prayer, unknown to each other, till near the close. 
Their minds were impressed. They became serious, and most de- 
voted friends. For this, there was no other reason than that they had 
become pious. Let this spirit pervade the nations, and all will be 
peace. 

4. Again, all good men are laboring, by their prayers, their efforts, 
and their universal charity, to promote peace ; and they will as surely 
succeed, as that the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters fill the sea. 

Besides, there is another view to be taken. It is a great and in- 
controvertible principle of humanity and religion, that human life 
must not be taken, except by God, and at his command. These cir- 
cumstances imply all the authority which any government can claim 
for doing this appalling act, — depriving man of that which to him is 
more valuable than all sublunary good ; taking away that life, which 
his Creator gave, when that life has been forfeited by public offence, 
into the hands of violated laws. God has given general directions 
to civil powers, by which they are allowed to assume the forfeiture of 
the criminal. But this is the only case, except when special direc- 
tions are given. 

Abraham was directed to take the life of his son, and was bound to 
do it. But no other man can plead his example as an authority for 
his doing the same thing. The Hebrews were commanded to de- 
stroy the nations of Canaan. But this command is no warrant to 
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any but those to whom it was given. And no war has been right 
since, unless commanded by God, or unless the circumstances of the 
case have been such plain indications as to be equivalent to an ex- 
press precept. 

Take another view. One nation was never made, or constituted 
to govern another nation, but to govern only their own subjects. 
Besides, the public sense of all civilized nations is against the prin- 
ciple of war. Open war is a duel between two nations. And the 
principle involved is the right of two men, to attempt to destroy 
each other. And yet the idea of this practice and principle is now 
repudiated by all civilized nations. And some have declared, that the 
killing of a man in a duel is murder in the first degree. To be con- 
sistent, they must adopt the same view of a duel, however large the 
scale may be upon which it is fought. 

Again ; we have the opinion of an apostle on this subject. He de- 
clares, without qualification, that wars and fightings arise from the 
lusts that war in our members. Nothing can be plainer than that 
the whole Bible forbids all such lusts, or evil passions, and, conse- 
quently, all the conduct which springs from them. 

I remember that a celebrated king once called several of his sub- 
jects around him. His object was to explain the fundamental prin- 
ciples of his government, in the administration of which he was 
about to employ those then collected. And among other important 
remarks, I find the following: "Blessed are the peace-makers ; for 
they shall be called the children of God." And they paid careful 
attention to it; and just so far as they were able to disseminate that 
spirit, they were at the greatest distance from all kinds of contention. 
Let the rulers and subjects of every kingdom cultivate that spirit, 
and wars for ever cease. 



Article VI. 
OBJECTIONS TO THE PRINCIPLES OF PEACE.* 

One of the principal arguments drawn from the New Testament, 
on which the defenders of war rest their vindication, is taken from 
the remark of John the Baptist to the soldiers who came to him, 
saying, "And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence 
to no man ; neither accuse any falsely ; and be content withyour wages." 
Luke iii. 14. It is argued from this passage, that John allowedthe 
soldiers to take their wages, and thereby sanctioned war. 

1. I might easily evade this argument, by pleading that the minis- 
tration of John was no part of the Christian dispensation, which had 

* This article is an abridgment of three sections in a recent pamphleton "Obstacles and 
Objections to the Cause of Peace." The writer rarely attempts to distinguish the cause of 
Peace from certain principles still in dispute among the professed friends of this cause. The 
objections here considered lie not against the cause, but against the supposition that the 
gospel forbids all war ; and we have therefore changed the title in accordance with its real de- 
sign and character. — Ed. Adv. 



